“Reds” Wolman 49
Receives Benjamin
Franklin Award

THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE

in Philadelphia in April awarded
M. Gordon “Reds” Wolman '49
a prestigious Benjamin Franklin
Medal for his contributions to
modern water-resource manage-
ment. As part of the week of
festivities in Philadelphia celebrat-
ing the laureates, Wolman spoke
on “Fluvial Processes in Geomor-
phology and Environmental
Management” at the Symposium
on Earth and Environmental
Science.

Wolman is the B. Howell
Griswold Jr. Professor of
Geography and International
Affairs in the Whiting School's
Department of Geography and
Environmental Engineering. He
is internationally known for his
research on how rivers and other
surface water systems evolve and
modify the landscape and the
relative roles of human and natural
forces in shaping the land and
waters. His research provided
the basis for much of the current
water quality management and
public policy.

“Reds is a visionary academic
who is committed to the idea
that environmental stewardship
requires knowledge that is both
deep and broad,” notes Charles
O’'Melia, who is the Whiting
School's Abel Wolman Professor
of Environmental Engineering and
chair of the department. “Reds has
played a leading role—by personal
example, by academic leadership,
and by advising many academic
and research programs—in defining
the nature and scope of effective,

Having spent many pleasant hours as an undergraduate in Gilman Hall’s Hutzler Reading Room, M. Gordon “Reds”
Wolman '49 finds that it’s still his favorite place at the Homewood campus.

rigorous, and interdisciplinary envi-
ronmental education. The link
between science and society is
not an abstract theme for Reds,
but a path to action, and his
indefatigable service, combined
with his good-natured wisdom,
has influenced environmental
decisions and decision-makers

around the world. This is a
well-deserved honor.”

A faculty member since 1958,

Wolman chaired the Department
of Geography from 1958 to
1968, has twice served as the
University’s interim provost,

and chaired the Department of
Geography and Environmental

Engineering from 1970 to 1990.
His father, the late Abel Wolman
'13, 15, established the Depart-
ment of Sanitary Engineering in
the School of Engineering and
the School of Hygiene and Public
Health, and chaired it from its
start in 1937 until 1962.

In spring 2005, William R.
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€€ his indefatigable

service, combined

with his good-natured
wisdom, has influenced
environmental decisions

and decision-makers

around the world. 2

— CHARLES O'MELIA

Brody, president of Johns Hopkins,
awarded Reds Wolman the Milton
S. Eisenhower Medal in recogni-
tion of his “extraordinary devotion
to Johns Hopkins.” The Eisen-
hower Medal, established by the
Johns Hopkins Board of Trustees
in 1967, has been awarded to
only 12 others, including Abel
Wolman in 973.

Among Wolman's many acco-
lades was being elected to the
National Academy of Engineering
in 2002 and the National
Academy of Sciences in 1988. He
received the American Geological
Institute’s most prestigious award,
the lan Campbell Medal, in 1997
and the Geological Society of
America’s highest award, the
Penrose Medal, in 1992. In 2000,
he received the American
Geophysical Union’s Robert
Horton Award, which recognizes
outstanding contributions to the
geophysical aspects of hydrology;
it also was awarded to Abel
Wolman (1986).

Reds Wolman shared the
2006 Benjamin Franklin Medal in
Earth and Environmental Science
with another luminary who
followed in his father’s environ-
mental footsteps: Luna B. Leopold,
professor emeritus of the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, and
son of Aldo Leopold. Wolman
and Luna Leopold, who met in
the 1940s, “changed the field of
physical geography by introducing
quantitative methods into a disci-
pline that had been purely descrip-
tive,” noted a Franklin Institute
press release. In 1964, they pub-
lished their seminal book, Fluvial
Processes in Geomorphology, with
John Miller. The medal to Leopold
was presented posthumously;
he died in February at age 90.

The Franklin Institute’s
awards date to 1824. Laureates
have included Albert Einstein,
Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas
Edison, Jacques Cousteau, Jane
Goodall, and Abel Wolman (1968).

Five Faculty and Alumni
Elected to NAE

TWO WHITING SCHOOL of
Engineering faculty members and
three alumni were elected to the
prestigious National Academy of
Engineering (NAE). This recogni-
tion is among the highest profes-
sional distinctions accorded to an
engineer. The induction ceremony
will take place next October in
Washington, D.C.

The two faculty members
elected in February were:

* Robert A.
Dalrymple, who

is the Willard and
Lillian Hackerman
Professor of Civil
Engineering. He was honored for
his contributions to theories and
their application to coastal and
ocean engineering.

* Frederick Jelinek,
who is the Julian
Sinclair Smith
Professor in the
Department of
Electrical and Computer Engineer-
ing and director of the University’s
Center for Language and Speech
Processing. He was recognized
for his contributions to statistical
language processing with
applications to automatic speech
recognition.

Six other Engineering faculty
members are NAE members:
Alan Goldman, Charles O’'Melia,
Murray B. Sachs, Eugene D.
Shchukin, and M. Gordon “Reds”
Wolman '49.

JOHNS HOPKINS ENGINEER

The three Johns Hopkins
alumni elected in February were:

* William J.
Boettinger '68, '72
PhD (Mechanical
' Engineering), who
™ is a Fellow at the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology. He was recognized
for the application of rigorous
principles of thermodynamics and
kinetics to the design and control
of critical industrial materials and
processes.

* Menachem
Elimelech '90 PhD
(Geography and
Environmental
Engineering), who
is the Roberto C. Goizueta
Professor of Environmental and
Chemical Engineering at Yale
University. He was recognized for
contributions to the theory and
practice of advanced filtration
technologies for the treatment
and reuse of potable water.

* Michael D. Griffin

71 BS, '83 MS,

administrator of

NASA and former

director of the Space
Department at the Johns Hopkins
Applied Physics Laboratory. He
was recoghized for technical lead-
ership of the Delta 180/181/183
flight experiments that led to the
first quantitative measurements of
space intercept physics.

The 76 new members and
nine foreign associates bring the
NAE's U.S. membership to 2,216
and foreign associates to |86.
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